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original eitort, by reference to manuscripts in the State
Paper Office, through facilities " promptly as well as very
obligingly granted by the Right Hon. Lord John Russell/*
the book was brought out appropriately by Effingham Wilson
of the Royal Exchange.
It remains the most considerable work on the subject, and
has to-day the inestimable advantage of showing us Sir
Thomas as Burgon saw him. It is not hard to guess why
Burgon thought that the vigorous, unscrupulous Elizabethan
was an " ornament and a blessing " and an adorner of the
Metropolis. Thomas Gresham was one of the figures clearly
in the biographer's sight. He stood just where the long
flexible stream of English History had turned a corner. He
was one of the new men of a time when overseas trade,
based on nascent credit and defended by the germ of a
strong navy, was beginning to expand. It was still expand-
ing, amid the same conditions, in 1839. We, standing at
yet another corner, can see Thomas Gresham in another
perspective. Overseas trade has had a shock, from which
it may never entirely recover; men are making demands
upon credit they never made before, and a strong navy is
now an expensive competition. More than his ornamental
or blessed qualities, we see the irony that has turned back
to his family birthplace so much of the result of his restless
energy.
The balance of learned opinion seems now to have tilted
toward the conclusion that Thomas Gresham was born in
London and not in Norfolk. There is, however, less doubt
about the stock from which he came. The Greshams were
natives of the village of that name that stands on the high
wooded ridge dividing the shallow basin in which the Bure
takes its rise from the north coast of Norfolk. It must be
one of the healthiest places in the world. The family seem
to have been in the employ of the even more celebrated
Pastons, who had a manor there. During the fifteenth
century, one, John, moved to the neighbouring market
town of Holt. Presumably it was by this move that he
acquired the surname of Gresham. The move argues a
rise in the family fortunes, from a position of dependence
to one of owning a manor. James Gresham, eleven of
whose letters are in the Paston collection, seems to have
succeeded and to have been followed by yet another John,
who still further advanced the family fortunes. James was